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Inthe mid 1980s as aresult of our mutual interest in the history of natural history we began discussing the desirability
of organizing a symposium on collection building in ichthyology and herpetology These discussionsled to a
symposium entitled Collection Building in Ichthyology and Herpetologyin the 18th 19th and 20th Centuries which
constituted the Fifth North American Meeting of The Society for the History of Natural History held in conjunction
with the 7
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