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This volume had its origin in a symposium on the Reproduction and Development of Cartilaginous Fishes that was 
held at the annual meetings of the American Elasmobranch Society and the American Society of Ichthyologists and 
Herpetologists in Charleston South Carolina in 1990 The cartilaginous fishes class Chondrichthyes are a large and 
diverse group of fishes that include approximately 900 to 1100 living species of sharks skates rays and rat 
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